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West Nile virus (WNV) has received some press lately due to a surge in the number of human cases
throughout California. WNV is now endemic to southern California, but Orange County, as well as
adjoining counties is experiencing disease activity well below levels observed over the last few years.
Other regions in California are feeling the brunt of the increased activity in this mosquito-borne virus.
The hardest hit county in the state is Kern County, where there have been over two dozen human case:
including two fatalities. Other central valley and northern counties have had human cases. So far there
have been no human cases reported from south of the Tehachapi Mountains. In Orange County, total
WNYV activity numbers through mid-July are more like the numbers seen in a single day in 2004.

Except for a temporary bloom of very annoying, day-biting salt marsh mosquitoes, mosquito trap counts
all around Orange County have been well below historic levels. Salt marsh mosquitoes prefer mammals
to birds and have not been implicated in disease transmission in Orange County. Southern California,
including Orange County, has experienced the lowest rainfall total in history, and the extremely dry
conditions may be responsible for the lower mosquito populations we have seen for the first half of
2007. Orange County Vector Control District (OCVCD) wants to remind the public that it only takes
one mosquito to transmit a disease, so fewer mosquitoes mean only that the possibility of disease
transmission is reduced, not eliminated. It is important to continue taking the steps that further reduce
mosquito populations and the possibility of disease transmission. Remember, eliminate standing water
make sure window screens are in good working order and wear repellent when outdoors during dawn
and dusk, the peak periods of mosquito activity. New policies at the District have resulted in a
proactive approach, and in cooperation with cities and other government agencies, many mosquito
breeding sources have been eliminated.

Orange County Vector Control District is still interested in keeping track of WNV activity by testing

dead birds that are reported by the public. If anyone finds a freshly dead bird they are asked to contact
the OCVCD dead bird hotline at 714-971-2421 ext.117. If the bird is suitable for testing, the District
will arrange to have the bird picked up and brought to the Telford H. Work laboratory at the OCVCD
headquarters in Garden Grove.



