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Fact Sheet
What is a General Plan?
The Fountain Valley General Plan is the primary long-range policy and planning document guiding the
city’s physical development, conservation, and improvement. Every city in California is required by state
law to adopt a general plan containing goals and policies that expresses the community’s vision of its
future, improves public safety, and enhances access to and the use of available resources.
State mandated topics include: land use, circulation, housing, conservation, open space, noise, safety,
climate adaptation and sustainability, and environmental justice. Optional topics include economic
development, fiscal sustainability, community design, growth management, air quality, healthy
communities, and governance. An environmental impact report (EIR) will also be prepared.

Why update the City’s General Plan?
Since the City’s last comprehensive update in 1995, many things have changed in Fountain Valley.
Rooted in the community’s values and vision for the future, a General Plan Update represents an
opportunity to address such changes while preserving and enhancing Fountain Valley’s quality of life.
Examples of changes since 1995 include: ever increasing state mandates such as a housing allocation
of 4,839 units, ongoing and future fiscal challenges, the COVID-19 pandemic, demographic shifts, the
expansion of the 405 freeway, and technological breakthroughs in communication and transportation.
However, the community’s values regarding community, safety, education, and good governance
haven’t changed. This can be seen in the preservation and enhancement of the quality of residential
neighborhoods, new and expanding businesses continuing to choose to invest in Fountain Valley, high
levels of community participation, and the community’s continued desire to protect its quality of life and
expected levels of service by approving Measure HH.

Who uses the General Plan?
■

The City Council and Planning Commission use the goals and policies of the general plan as a basis
upon which to make both long-term and short-term decisions, determine long-term objectives,
generate and evaluate budgets, plan capital improvements, and prioritize tasks.

■

City staff and all departments will also reference the general plan when considering development
applications, capital improvements, service programming, and departmental budgeting.

■

Individual residents, existing and prospective business owners, and the development community
can also seek guidance for preserving and enhancing the community through the general plan.

■

Other agencies, service providers, and community stakeholders can refer to the general plan when
evaluating existing and projecting future needs and services.

Get Involved and Stay Connected
www.fountainvalley.org/1282/General-Plan-Update

@fv_cityhall

planning.building@fountainvalley.org

@fountainvalleycalif

Sign up for notifications at https://www.fountainvalley.org/list.aspx

fvproud

714-593-4425
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What is the project schedule?
The update to the Fountain Valley General Plan kicked off in late 2018 and is expected to be completed
by 2022, with the effort conducted in five major phases:
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General Plan
& EIR Prep

Adoption &
Imp. Plan

The City gathered information and conducted technical studies to evaluate current
conditions compared to projected demands, and prepared a preliminary assessment
of potential policy changes and necessary improvements.
The City worked with the community and other stakeholders to develop a set of
values and citywide vision that will guide the preparation and future implementation
of the 2045 Fountain Valley General Plan.
Guided by the vision, values, and additional outreach, the City evaluated a limited
number of privately- and publicly-owned properties for potential change, with a focus
on meeting state housing mandates, maximizing fiscal sustainability, and compatibility
with surrounding neighborhoods.
Based on state law, technical analysis, and further public input, the City will refine and
update its current General Plan goals and policies and evaluate the preferred citywide
land use plan and circulation systems for potential environmental impacts.
The City will conduct a final round of public review for the draft General Plan and EIR
before finalizing the documents for adoption by the City Council. The City will also
prepare an Implementation Plan to bring about changes envisioned by the update effort.

How can I get involved?
The City designed the update process to include multiple opportunities and methods for the public to
participate in each phase. See the list below for the various types of outreach to be conducted during
the update process. Please take advantage of these many opportunities to learn, provide input, and
help make Fountain Valley ready for the future.
■

General Plan Advisory
Committee meetings (8+)

■

Property owner and
stakeholder interviews

■

Planning Commission & City
Council briefings & hearings

■

Virtual workshops (every
Monday in August 2021)

■

Surveys

■

Public review periods

■

Social media / e-blasts

■

City website updates

Got questions? Want more information?
www.fountainvalley.org/1282/General-Plan-Update

@fv_cityhall

planning.building@fountainvalley.org

@fountainvalleycalif

Sign up for notifications at https://www.fountainvalley.org/list.aspx

fvproud

714-593-4425
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Purpose of the Vision

The Vision Statement for the Fountain Valley General Plan is the framework that expresses the community’s
shared outcomes for the City’s future. It defines expectations for what Fountain Valley will be 20+ years
in the future as defined by its physical character; quality of life; variety of businesses; fiscal balance;
and housing, economy, environment, safety, and comparable indicators. These expectations are based
on community values concerning the characteristics and qualities of life that are important today and
should be retained in the future, as well as how the community should evolve and respond to changing
conditions.

A Portrait of Fountain Valley in 2045...

Fountain Valley—the best small town in Southern California—
is regionally recognized as a premier community where
people desire to live, learn, work, and grow. We have worked
together as a community to preserve the quality of life,
while also capitalizing on the region’s foundational changes
in demographics, economics, and technology. Throughout
these years of change, we have continually looked for and
found guidance in our General Plan.

Living in Fountain Valley. Fountain Valley is a nice

place to live, work, and raise a family. We have wonderful
neighborhoods, fantastic recreational options for all, a
wealth of community and cultural activities, great schools,
reputable health care options, and a wide range of shopping,
dining, and employment opportunities. Residents find
value and fulfillment through involvement in civic, social,
and faith-based endeavors.

Growing in Fountain Valley. We have maintained and

enhanced the beauty and safety of our neighborhoods,
while diversifying our housing stock to provide residential
opportunities across ages and incomes. Property owners
continue to reinvest in homes and neighborhoods and the
City continues to invest in the public realm and services. We
grow strategically to carefully blend the new with the old,
employ environmentally sustainable practices, and attract
and retain strong and emerging markets. We carefully
plan for our future to ensure that we know where we are
going, and that our public facilities and infrastructure
meet demands, are well maintained, are efficient and cost
effective, and are environmentally sustainable.
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Learning in Fountain Valley. Fountain Valley Unified

School District, our high schools, and our community
college are nationally ranked as top tier education providers.
Our graduates are prepared to continue their training
and education; become successful tradespeople, artists,
professionals, and entrepreneurs; and grow into the leaders
of tomorrow and caring members of the community. Our
culture of lifelong learning has enabled residents of all ages
to grow and benefit from changes in technology and the
economy.

Working in Fountain Valley. Our local economy

has flourished over the last two decades. A number of
national and global firms make Fountain Valley their
home, attracted by our strategic location and our smalltown charm. Nevertheless, entrepreneurship is our city’s
economic calling card. Affordable locations, loyal customers,
inclusive business networking, and a supportive municipal
government have provided the foundation for new
businesses to start, grow, and prosper. In turn, many of these
businesses provide the shopping, dining, entertainment,
and recreation options that make our neighborhood and
community commercial districts some of the most popular
gathering places in Orange County.

Governance in Fountain Valley. Throughout the

changing times, our local government has provided
consistent, wise, and transparent stewardship of our
community, our economy, and our local environment.
Elected and appointed officials are connected to and
responsive to the community they serve. Residents and
businesses are engaged in civic affairs because they know
what is going on and their voices are heard in public
decision-making. The City of Fountain Valley is an employer
of choice, attracting and retaining dedicated and highly
qualified staff who provide effective and efficient public
services.
Because we have worked together, respectfully and inclusively as a community, Fountain Valley has
become an even nicer place to live and do business.

What do you think about this draft vision? Want to know more?
www.fountainvalley.org

planning.building@fountainvalley.org

714-593-4425

